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WCARG NEWS

Walker County Amateur Radio Group Newsletter

January 2020

Meetings/Nets/Test
Who: The WCARG club Members
and anyone interested in Ham Ra-
dio. Anyone wishing to Test.

When: Meetings are the fourth Sat-
urday of every month at 9:00 am.
Testing starts at 10:30. Come early.

Where: Dodge Volunteer Fire Sta-
tion, Dodge Texas.

28 Dodge-Oakhurst Rd, Huntsville,
TX 77320. See map next page.

NET: WCARG Net meets every
Monday evening at 7:00 pm on
146.860 Repeater. Come and join us

WCARG Repeaters

e WS5HVL
146.860 Tone 131.8 — Offset
e DIGITAL ONLY
146.64 Digital / Wires-X
e WCARG Wires-X Room
“Texas-Patriots” #60755
e Walker County Simplex
147.450 Mhz. Simplex
e EcholLink
NR5US-R through 146.860

Welcome New Members

We had no new members show last
meeting however we did have 2 testers
Pass their Ham License test. W5QLT,
Lisa Fuller from Grapeland advanced to
Extra Class and 1 tester passed his Tech-

Net Control

Net Control for February is

Russ Cooper NR5US
Net Control for March is

Dave Godfrey NY5A

Published By Dave Godfrey NY5A
713-501-5980

WCARG Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2020

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order by President Dave Godfrey NY5A at 9:00
AM.

Billy Frady KF5USK requested to retire his position of Secretary/Treasurer.
Diane Roman KG5ZAP volunteered to take this position. Unanimous vote in
favor.

President Dave requested that each member provide an autobiography so
that the newsletter can highlight a different member each month.

The club received a Letter of Appreciation from the New Waverly Junior
High School for the generous gift from the club of $300.

Presentation: This months presentation was given by Allen Risler
KESFAR discussing the need for a Balun in an antenna system
and how to custom build one. The presentation was videotaped by
David McGann KG5ZPT and will soon be available for viewing on
our web page (Www.wcarg.org.)

Next month, Craig Schlicher KBSEZQ will give us a presentation
on Solar Panels for Ham Radio..

The President handed out WCARG Member certificates for those
individual who paid their dues — AND, another certificate for those
who have been involved in WiresX — Texas Patriot Room 60755.

Allen Risler was going to the State Park today to speak with the
DD12 Book Club about members becoming involved with Amateur
Radio. Many are preppers looking for communication solutions.

There were two new individuals testing for their Amateur License
and passed! WCARG application completed by one of them.

8:59 AM - meeting adjourned by President.. Motion by Russ
Cooper and Seconded by Butch Fleming.
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Coming Next Month

Our Last Presentation

) ] Alexa & Amateur Radio
]anuarys presentation was provided

by Allan Risler KESFAR. Allan talked Integrating your voice commands
about baluns and their need in antenna into your hobby. Learning to write
installations. He also showed how to Alexa “SKkills” so that other hams can
build your own. It was a very informative access certain Amateur Radio Infor-
presentation and ['m sure everyone mation like listing “Parks On The
learned something. Thanks Allen Air:.

Dodge Volunteer
Fire Department

/

WCARG Meeting Every 4th Saturday

Meetmg Dodge Volunteer Fire Station:

/ 28 Dodge-Oakhurst Rd,

Huntsville, TX 77320
(1%
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Q Do you need to have a balun on a dipole or can you

You could feed it directly and it would work, but this | 45! Dual Bamd 5 W

is poor practice, as you are adding another antenna st Digital Transceiver

element with the outside shield of the coax. Without l;f"l* % DR
a balun, or common-mode choke, the outside of the coax , ity
acts like an additional wire connected in parallel with one i"T-'E 1"""1 "f.’ ':] P %
side of the dipole. Because it will usually hang down, its T e
current will rotate in an omnidirectional pattern. Effec-
tively that will reduce the directivity and nulls that your
dipole could otherwise provide. Any power radiated from
the coax will be power that otherwise would be available
to be radiated from the dipole, making it less effective.
The amount of common-mode current will be a function
of the coax electrical length, and impedance to ground at
the bottom, so, if its not an issue on one band, it probably
will be on the other. While it would work, and was stand-
ard practice for many years, the antenna will provide bet- .
ter apnd more predict};k})’le performance if isola?ed from the || 2'¢ the FT2T and the FT70. The Digital base sta-

. tions are the FTM100 and FTM 400. Check them
coax shield by a common-mode choke or current balun. t and 1 b than h to hel
QST August 2019 Pg 57 out and we will be more than happy to help you

get on WIRES-X.

Introducing the all new Yaesu FT3DR. A few
of our members have upgraded to this fantastic
radio to be able to communicate via WIRES-X dig-
ital. You can set it up in Access mode or com-
municate to WIRES-X rooms directly through the
WCARG digital repeater on 146.64, no tone. The
other hand held radios by Yaesu for digital use




Good To Know ‘ iﬁi L-TRADE-DONM

ARIRIL ”Uﬂ@@]ﬁ’@m@@ Anything to Sell ,Trade or Donate

After 45 years in amateur radio, |

suffered my first lightning incident in Ifyou have any equipment you would like to sell, trade, or
August 2019, when lightning struck donate, please contact Dave NY5A and it will be listed here.
a fence post in my back yard, about You can also bring it to the -
20 feet from my station. My wife and monthly meeting. Think about
| were in our living room at the time. what equipment you may have | H AND
that would be useful to any new |
We rushed into the station and dis- hams we may have joining our /D :
covered that we had neglected to club. We all know how costly it
disconnect the station power and can be to get started in Ham
feed lines. | always do this during Radio, so if you have bought a
“lightning season” here in Florida, new ARRL handbook or re-
but this one time | had forgotten. It placed any other technical :
cost me dearly. books and want to donate your |
The strike took out our Wi-Fi router, old one to a new Ham, please |
two computers, a monitor, and our bring it to the next meeting.
entire station. The leom IC-7300 was I'm sure someone could use it..
dead ag a rock. tha Ameasition ALS- Don’t forget any old antenna books too.

800 was equally unresponsive, and
my StepplR vertical antenna was

asconsmaenzsvartons WM 1 AW Schedule

an insulator off the fence and
breaking the wire, in addition to CENT EAST  UTC M TE  WED  TH) MR
buming cut the center conductor on
the feed line.

We immediately emailed the ARRL
equipment insurance provider that
Sunday afternoon. On Monday, we
received a response from their agent
in Chicago. By Wednesday we were
contacted by an adjuster in Boston,
and on Friday they cut us a check,
which arrived 5 days later.

The service from the msurance
company was superb — quick, pain-
less, and much appreciated! We
would urge everyone to take advan-
tage of this low-cost equipment
insurance as an alternative to
funding an entire station replace-
ment, should a disaster strike. tis a
terrific ARBL member benefit.

Your

President:

NYS5A
KF5ZIP

Butch Fleming
Diane Roman




NO RADIO?

No Radio, No Antenna, No Problem!

picking a station to listen to. WebSDR is a Software-Defined Radio receiver connected to the internet, al-
lowing many listeners to listen and tune it simultaneously. SDR technology makes it possible that all lis-
teners tune independently, and thus listen to different signals; this is in contrast to the many classical re-
ivers that are already available via the internet. Give it a try and become a SWL (Short Wave Listener)
oe a whole new Ham Radio experience. Good Luck and let us know what you think.

web SOR Wismar

Welcome to my WebSDR. It is located in Wismar in the north of Germany (J052RV) and operated by Frank Goehling (DOZAX), e-mail: hamradio{a*t)goehling.de. There are four RTL2823U USB
dongles with three Ham It UP up-converters for 80m/40m/20m and a RTL28322U for the 2m Band. The Antenna for 80/40/20m is a 84 meters Delta Loop at a height of 10 meters above the ground
with a 1.6-32MHz bandpass filter prior the receivers. For the 2m Band is a Diamond ¥-200 antenna 10 meters above the ground.

Special thanks to Pieter-Tjerk, {(PAZFWM) for providing the WebSDR software used on this site and to Dan (YO2GGX) for the great Pocket RxTx App. Only the main page of this
WebhSDR was customized a bit by myself. More information about the WebSDR project can be found on www.websdr.org. The time of the clock on the right menu is based on your computer's clock.
When the time of your computer not accurate, then even not this dodk!

This WebSDR is now available for the Android APP "Pocket RxTx"! : Pocket RxTx Free - Android app on Google Play and Pocket RxTx Pro - Android app on Google Play

Please log in by typing your name or callsign here (it will be saved for later visits in a cookie): _
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT )

This Months member highlight is NR5US, Russ “Captain” Cooper

l Greetings from Russ, NR5US.

[ grew up in rural Pike County, Arkansas where I cut my ham radio teeth
with my dad, W5TLV. We spent many hours in my grand-dads garage tun-
ing around the bands using an old Elmac transmitter with a commercial

B "Realistic" (Radio Shack) hand held receiver. Building a fire in the stove

% and lighting the fire in the tubes of that Elmac are great memories. Ata

& young age, I realized the worth and practicality of amateur radio.

& After graduating high school, I enlisted in the United States Navy to be-
come an air traffic controller. They were all too happy to have me as then
President Regan fired more than 17,000 controllers for an illegal "job ac-
tion". As part of the crew of the U.S.S. Nassau, LHA-4, | became one of the volunteer MARS operators, as my
experiences with my dad and ham radio compelled me to do my part. [, myself completed over 5000 phone-
patch, phone calls for our sailors and marines while deployed. We had no cell phones or internet at that time
and my appreciation for radio and desire to become a licensed ham grew strong.

[ left the NAVY in 1987 and used my training to become an air traffic controller for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. In 1991, [ received my technician class (KB5SSZ) license and shortly thereafter became a

code general class operator while living in Benton, Arkansas. I retired from the FAA and the Houston TRACON
in 2012 and now fly as a corporate pilot. I am certificated in the Lockheed Jetstar L32B, Challenger CL-

60 series, Learjet 60/XR, Phenom 300/100, King Air 350 and Pilatus PC-12NG. All of these aircraft have Col-
lins HF radios in them!! I spend many hours hamming while making the long trips across North America or
the North Atlantic.

When [ am not in the airplane, I enjoy spending time with my wonderful wife, kids and of course rag-chewing
on the radio. And, [ am now enjoying digital PSK-31 as well as hamming it up using FT-8. Hope to see you on
the waterfall! My rigs are Yaesu FT-991, FT-900CAT, Ameritron ALS500M . I am active with the Walker Coun-
ty Amateur Radio Group and love being radio-active. I maintain one APRS I-gate in Walker County named
"AIRPRK"( pronounced Airpark). I am the Sysop for the WCARG Echolink node (970435) attached to the
146.860 repeater in Huntsville, Texas. Additionally [ maintain the hardware for our club WIRES digital repeat-
er (146.640 mhz.) room 60755 which is hosted by NY5A. Please feel free to stop by the Texas patriot room
60755 via WIRES-X if you are able and say "Howdy!"

All the best and 7 3 from ARS NR5US in New Waverly, Texas, USA. GOD BLESS OUR TROOPS AND THEIR FAM-
[LIES!!!

On December 29, 2016, my dad W5TLV became a silent key. He was my inspiration to do my best and never
stop until you reach your dreams. He was my elmer and I could always count on him to fix my radios. He was
a whiz at electronics, courtesy of the U.S.A.F. He always told me...."Russ, old hams never die....they just move
to a higher frequency”. 73 Dad.......I am listening for your CQ.

Please submit your Bio and station pictures for our next month’s Newsletter.

Please eMail to Dave, NY5A at davegodfrey49@gmail.com



WCARG Donations for Needy Families during Christmas 2019

Here is a big THANK YOU to the members of WCARG for their donations to the New Waverly Junior
High School 2019 Christmas for Kids fund. Being an Amateur Radio operator has taught us the spirit of
helping others in need, be it during natural disasters or just helping others less fortunate than us.
Thank you all again for your caring donations.
New Waverly Junior High School
355 Froot Stnent
- Mew Waverly, Toxas T7358
Dhctley T Hankes Wil ies £ Bryunl
Principal Uoansclor
Sharom Mecks e O Bryand
Secretary Arendance/Rogistrar
December 2, 2019
Sharon Meeks
New Waverly Junior Thgh
355 Front Sirect
Mew Waverly, Texas 77358
Un Behalf of the New Waverly Jumior High, it is my pleasure 1o thank

your for the generous donation of 5 200 oo to the 2019 Christmas
For Kids fund. With your assistance, over 28 children had a great
Christmas in 2019, an accomplishment we cam all be proud of?

A% always, we thank you for your contribution fo our Christmas fund
and we sincerely hope that the 2020 year Is & jovous one.

Sincerely,

oo ek

Sharon Mecks-Secretary
New Waverly Junior High




g PLEASE QSL >

Share your favorite QSL Cards...

i, gation Please send a picture of your
= favorite QSL cards to:

davegodfrey49@gmail.com

so that we may show the world
where you have talked.

Tokyo

Shared by NY5A

Austria
Shared by NYSA

Pettis VA Hospital

Shared by NR5US



e COMMUNITY ™

Spreading the word about Ham Radio in the community

Allen Risler KES5FAR had a busy day Saturday. After giving a presentation to the club about baluns, he went on
to visit a group of individuals, some preppers, at the Huntsville State Park and gave them a presentation about
ham radio. Great job Allen. If there is anything our members can do to help you, please let us know.

Below is the letter Allen submitted.

My Demo at the Huntsville State Park went very well. There were about 20 people in this little shelter. Sever-
al of the guys are local, one in Conroe, one in Huntsville, one in Crockett. All of them are very motivated to get
there license. One from Conroe should be at our next meeting to take his technician test. He felt like he was al-
most ready and I
gave everyone some
excellent tips for
getting their li-
cense. The guy in
Huntsville, Richard
Rush, is the guy that
works with the boy i
scouts. He said they §
have a Jamboree in
October that is like
Field Day for scouts
to talk to other
scouts all over the
country but since
they have no Ham
Radio they use the
Internet. I assured him it will be different this year. He and his wife both want to get their license. When it
came time for the HF demo I quickly made a contact in Santa Barbara. He was calling CQ for Winter Field day
and came in very strong. [ gave him a 5/9 signal report. He gave me a 5/8 and asked me where [ was. I told
him [ was in Huntsville Texas broadcasting from a portable dipole up at about 12 feet and he said that was
amazing!

14 320500 kHz B A parameters

a1 14 320 kHz SWR: 112

! - RL:250dB Z:4480
R:448 () A 120
L 137 0
RI: 44.8 O Xl 16285
Lil: 18108.4 nH

Today I setup the tripod and antenna in an open area away from the house
and used Dave NY5A’s antenna analyzer. It was resonant at 13.937. |
trimmed it back a little at a time and got it 1.12:1 right where I like to talk
and below 2:1 across my band plan.




Here is a List of Popular Wires-X Nets

-X NE

Youw Tubers - 40448

Phillipine-Link - 43534

Quadnet-Array - 45058

Young Operators Digital Voice Net

[Quadnet-Array - 45058

N2EUS Informational Tech Net

N2EUS Room - 40963

Ohio-Link - 40557

Oklahomalink2 - 28292

RV Net on QuadNet Array, XRF 735A

MNWIS - 21493

QSO America - 43815

Phoenix Fusion Growup - 28592 (xDa®»C)

WM -Conmect - 2133S

Races/Marc Dipital Net

Quadnet-Array - 45058

MNobraska Ragchew Net

Nebraska Hub - 21659

Stealth Radio Net

INFO-LINK - 62118

Tri-Cithes /Mowntain Empire Fusion Net

Bristol ARC - 61243

Easy To Hear Net

America Ragchew - 28299

NorthWest Fusion Group Net

North West Fusion Group - 41755, DMR TF 429

The Maritime Fusion Net

Westicumd Armateur Radio Club - 60207

SWAT Digital Roundtatde

SWAT-UNK - SouthWest - USA - 43197

Tech/Social Net

Yarddogs -RPTR - 40383

MNet With No Name

QSO America - 43815

Amateur Astronoey Digital Voice Net

Quadnet- Acray - 45058

San Antonio Ovptal Net

San Amtonio Digital Clud - 40324

Quadnet-Array - 45058

QSO America - 43815

CQ Canada- 40678

Tombie ANert Network - 78298

INFOLINK - 62118

South Florida Fusion D‘h' s

WAWIN - 21805

Four States Fusion Net

SE-Kansas - 46341

K5 TAL - TALARC Net

Quadeet-Acray - 45058

Hlinois Tech Net

IHinoés-Link - 21565

KC2RC Fusion Net

KC2RC Room - 40821 and YSF-04438 DCS 169A

WYV Systemn Fusion Information Net

WWVY-LUnk - 46488

Easy TO Hear Net

| Arserica Ro!:h“ - 28299

Magic Valley Amateur Radio Clud

MVARC 1DAMO - 43210

Kentucky All Digital Net

Kentucky Fusion Network - 40806

Teapot's Tech Net

QSO America - 43815

The Trains Net

Quadnet-Array - 45058

RED-RVR-OK-TX

RED-RVR-OK-TX Room - 43572

Fusion Confusion Net

Phoenix Fusion Growp - 28592 (KDEFC)

Easy To Hear Net

Armerica ”}m - 28299

Multimode Digital Voice Net

guadml~~voy - 45058 XRF T3SA

Quadnet-Array - 45058 1st Saturday of Month

KCBMTV Virpnia Digital Net

Keystsooe - 60328

QSO America - 438158

Wolf Pack Fusion Net

The Wolf Den - 28941

International Net

America-Link - 21080

The one popular Net that Is listed as “Tech/Social Net”
try to catch this net every Wednesday night at 8:00 pm in room #40383. Chris, K1KC puts on a great Ham

DARC Room - 28439

is my favorite, the “YARDDOGS NET”. A few of us




@w.CODE CERTIF

Learn Morse Code... Get a Certificate for your proficiency

wVIBHQPLEX

s vibroplex.com

Recipients ESCos

This month, ARRL and Vibroplex recognize merit and progress in
Morse code proficiency on the part of the following individuals, who
hawve achieved proficiency at the following rates, in words per minute.

Michael J. Erskine, WAMHZ

September 2019 October 2019 15
Howard D. Campbell, NGKIOE 10 Dennis J. Niles, WV7FS 10 Paul W. Peterson, K1HIS 15
Wayne Chapman, KGEWLU 10 Jarmes A, Standish, KaTLUW 10 John F ' Wasciuk, WASTON 15
Martin R. Griek, KDMRG 10 Russell W. Tine, K1RWT 10 Stephen M. Zappe, WAIGOA 15
Eddie R. Lary, WS4| 10 Geo. Wayne Moore, WBSUN 15 Joe P Bratton, AASAD 20
Marcus R. Singh, ACOBZ 10 Danald J. Backys, KSUGN 20 Raymond T. Henderson, WA3PRR 20
William B. Dick. WDEBEGW 15 Michael Terry Jones, W4TL 20
Robert E. Gardner, Jr., WABPCW 15 November 2019 Roy 5. Ludhwig, KNAOWOJ 20
Stanley Alan Sines, W3AL 15 David A. Bamford, W2DAB 10 Stephen J. Miecik, K1MNA 20
Lioyd G. Gipson, AKSRK 20 Michael J. Erskine, W4MHZ 10 Akihirg Akai, JO2LIOZ 25
Roy E. Gothberg, WTHJIL 20 Mark G. Feuerstein, N7MMO 10 Donaid J. Backys, KSUQN 25
Raobert Alan Griffiths, NE3I 20 John E Johnson, NEJFJ 10 Michaei Tarry Jones, W4TL 25
Brian K. Moore, KMEZYC 20 Michasel W. Gaoghegan, KXEA 10
Dawvid W. Wilkins, WEZPF 20 Donald E. Kirby, KR3A 10 December 2019
Caniel J. Sands, Sr., N75L) 25 Williarm A. Miller, WECHA 10 James T. Gm‘ﬁn MN4IG 10
Earl D. Wiison, Jr., KEGPB 25 James D. Russ, AB4KA 10 Martin i—ll{:hery 10
William J. Wrbican, K30P 25 Warren T. Seeley, W4FLL 10 Steve M . KB2WQ 10
Stephen R. Gross, NAPZ as Stephen P White, KL3MM 10 Stewven G Feain, KME\"OV 15
Michael E. Kelly, VE3FFK 35 David J. Wise, KDSEQD 10 Stanford H. Rowe, KEVWE 15
Frank P Arciucbo, W1 ZAH 15 David J. O'Farrall, WBOIW 20
Keith Austermiller, KBSSTR 15

Congratulations to all the recipients.

February 2020 W1AW Qualifying Runs

WIAW, the Hiram Percy Maxim Memonial Station at ARRL
Headguarters in News . Conneclicut, transmits Morse code
Qualifying Runs 1o assist ham radio operators in increasing and

ing their proficiency in Morse code. Amateur radio opera-
tors can eam a Certificate of Code Proficiency or endorsements
by listening o W1AW Qualifying Runs,

February Qualifying Runs will be transmitted by W1AW
in Mewington, Connecticut at the times shown at 1.802.5,
3.581.5, 7.047.5, 14.047.5, 18.097.5, 21.067.5, 28.067.5,
50.350, and 147.555 MHz. The Weast
Coast Qualifying Runs will be trans-
mitted by KHETU on Wednasday,
February 26 at 6 PM HST (0400 UTC
February 27) on T047.5 and 140475

checked against the actual transmissions to determine if you
have gualified.

For more information about Qualifying Runs, please
visit www.arrL.org/qualifying-run-schedule.

For information about how to qualify for the
Certificate of Code Proficiency, please visit
www.amlLorg/code-proficiency-certificate.

W1AW Code Proficiency Schedule — February 2020

{All times in Eastern Standard Time)

kHz. Unless indicated otherwise, send- Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday
ing speeds are from 10 to 40 WPM. 203 204 26 27
Am|eurfadbmammuparﬁdm 4FM—21WZ 7m—m IDPM—OGDGZ 9AM-14WZ
in Qualifying Runs may submit proof of 10— 35 WPM — uTC) 10— 35 WPM
1 minute of the highest speed they have 35— 10WPM 10 — 40 WPM
copied mmmﬂedwrﬁﬂng for the 211 212 213 214
Certificate of Code Proficiency, or an 4APM—-2100Z 7PM-—-0DB00Z 9AM-1400Z 10 PM — 03002
endorsement 1o their existing Certificate. 10 — 35 WPM {2113 — UTC) — 10 WPM {215 — UTC)
Lagibly copy at least 1 minute of text e 1= 965 E
by hand, and mail the sheet to: Presidents Day 218 219 2120 221
W1AW Qualifying Runs, 225 Main St., 9 AM - 14007 10PM - 0300Z 7 PM-0000Z 4 PM-21002
MNewington, CT USA DE111. 10— 35 WPM  (2/20 — UTC) (2/21 - UTC) 10 - S0 WPM
KA 35 = 10 WPM 10 = 35 WPM
Include $10 {check or money order) if this
is & submission for your initial Code 224 2126 2127 2/28
Proficiancy cerificate; $7.50 if you are 10 PM — 0300Z o AM — 14002 4 PM = 21002 7T PN — 00OD0OZ
applying for an endorsement {available for (2125 — UTC) 35 — 10 WPM 35 — 10 WPM (2f29 — UTC)
speeads up to 40 WPM). Your lest will be 10 — 40 WPM 10 — 35 WPM

e S e e ol e e R







